
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7652 October 2, 2017 
lives have been irrevocably changed by 
this terrible tragedy. Each of them is 
in my prayers today. 

Mr. Speaker, prayers alone are not 
enough. We cannot, in good conscience, 
sit idly by as innocent people continue 
to die. 

Mr. Speaker, there are reasonable 
steps that we can take to make our 
communities safer, things like limiting 
high-capacity magazines and banning 
assault weapons—weapons, by the way, 
that are weapons of war and have no 
business being on the streets in the 
first place. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a solemn re-
sponsibility as Members of Congress to 
ensure that our communities are safe. 
Let us honor the victims of the Las 
Vegas shooting by doing something to 
prevent such tragedies from happening 
in the future. 

f 

MASSACRE IN LAS VEGAS 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as 
the band played the latest country 
western song, gunfire erupted from the 
32nd floor window across the street. 

Twenty minutes later, when the 
shots stopped and the smoke cleared, 59 
people were murdered and over 520 were 
wounded. 

The SWAT team quickly found the 
hiding place of the evil villain, and as 
they approached, the outlaw shot him-
self. Thus, he avoided a date with the 
hangman. Justice occurred. 

The casualties would have been much 
worse but for quick action by members 
of the crowd. People, including former 
military and off-duty police officers, 
helped hide and cover others while en-
dangering their own lives. 

The first responders, police, doctors, 
emergency medical technicians quickly 
tended to the wounded. These unnamed 
quick responders, both civilian and law 
enforcement, and medical, without re-
gard to their own life, saved others. 

The band had stopped playing music, 
but the cries of the wounded and the 
tears of the mourning continue, Mr. 
Speaker. We must have prayers for Las 
Vegas, and God bless them one and all. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

OBJECTING TO POLICY OF COL-
LECTING SOCIAL MEDIA AC-
COUNT INFORMATION OF NATU-
RALIZED CITIZENS 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, my thoughts and prayers also go to 
the victims of the Las Vegas shooting. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to address an-
other subject that, unfortunately, 
came up last week. 

Mr. Speaker, as one of ten natural-
ized United States citizens in Congress, 
I rise today to express strong objec-
tions to the Department of Homeland 

Security’s new policy to collect the so-
cial media account information of nat-
uralized citizens. 

In accordance with this new rule, the 
DHS will include social media along-
side basic information, such as bio-
metrics, Social Security numbers, and 
contact information in naturalization 
records. This is unprecedented. 

There is no evidence that tracking 
social media accounts of naturalized 
citizens will in any way make the 
United States more secure. 

Rather than target naturalized citi-
zens, the President should work with 
Congress to reform our immigration 
system and ensure that all Americans, 
natural born or naturalized, are able to 
work, study, and pursue the American 
Dream. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF SHAW 
CARTER 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the life of 
Mr. Shaw Carter, who passed away on 
August 9, 2017, at the age of 24. 

Shaw was a rare individual who 
touched the hearts of many people in 
his life. He was a recent graduate of 
Young Harris College in north Georgia, 
and was a graduate assistant at the 
University of Georgia, where he was 
working on his master’s degree in pub-
lic administration. 

Born with a heart defect, he under-
went three open heart surgeries before 
his third birthday and had a heart 
transplant before his 21st birthday. 

Through the obstacles with his ill-
nesses, he preserved and selflessly vol-
unteered his time to uplift other kids 
who had other severe medical issues. 
For example, he volunteered over 200 
hours for Mended Hearts at Northeast 
Georgia Medical Center. 

When he was awarded the Young Har-
ris Spirit Award, he was described as 
the ‘‘indefatigable Shaw Carter.’’ There 
is no better way to describe him. He 
will truly be missed. 

f 

WE MUST CONFRONT DOMESTIC 
TERRORISM 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
with the humblest of hearts, I cannot 
imagine the fear and the horror of 
those who heard those violent sounds 
late last night in Las Vegas, nor the 
horror of family members who had to 
wonder where their loved ones were or 
are now calling numbers to discern 
what happened. 

One of my closest relatives was in 
Las Vegas, and I can only imagine 
what they went through, as I had the 
great fear myself, not knowing where 
and what. 

I think the American people expect 
us to mourn and to honor them and to 

have a moment of silence, but I believe 
that the American people demand, and 
should, and those families who are now 
mourning, that we should be sensible. 

Mr. Speaker, we should not ever put 
on the floor of the House the deregula-
tion of silencers. Can you imagine how 
many more would have died if the per-
petrator who had ten guns had a si-
lencer? 

We have to confront domestic ter-
rorism. We can’t run away from it. We 
have to confront automatic weapons no 
matter what, where, and how. 

My prayers are with the families, but 
I think they demand, Mr. Speaker, ac-
tion from this Congress. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL DIS-
ABILITY EMPLOYMENT AWARE-
NESS MONTH 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, October is National Dis-
ability Employment Awareness Month, 
and it is a time when we celebrate the 
numerous contributions and skills of 
American workers with disabilities. 

Many Americans with disabilities 
struggle to find employment opportu-
nities despite the wealth of skills they 
have to offer. In 2016, only 27.7 percent 
of working-age Americans with disabil-
ities were employed. 

More employers should recognize the 
fresh perspectives and skills that these 
men and women can add to an organi-
zation. 

Workers with developmental disabil-
ities tend to be reliable, dedicated, and 
loyal employees with a positive atti-
tude and a strong work ethic. 

Right here on Capitol Hill, my office 
participates in the Congressional In-
ternship Program for Individuals with 
Intellectual Disabilities. This program 
is designed to give students with vary-
ing intellectual disabilities an oppor-
tunity to gain congressional work ex-
perience, and it has been rewarding for 
everyone involved. 

Mr. Speaker, hiring an individual 
who has a disability can have a pro-
found impact on their life. They experi-
ence the independence, economic self- 
sufficiency, pride, and community that 
come with a job. 

These individuals promote workforce 
diversity and can truly enhance the 
workplace for the better. 

f 

WITH GUN RIGHTS COMES 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, my 
heart goes out to the victims and the 
families impacted by the horrific 
shooting in Las Vegas. Gun violence is 
a public health crisis that has claimed 
thousands of innocent lives, and we 
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